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0 the Mag te Gentrx 
and Others Inhabitants Of 
the Borough of Harwich. 85 


My good Palin, - 


HIS Diſcourſe, tho N 10 4 
| neighbouring Corporation, had an 
in its Compoſition to the Ronefit of my” | 
arge, which Duty and Gratitude oblige. | 
principally to intend. The couſlant anl., 
piow Proviſion you have ever made for q 
rks of Piety and Mercy, makes it evident, | 
the World, that it is not- your being coldly. 
fected with 4 C hari y of this kind, that has 
pder'd you from coming into a Defign ſo 
viting, ſo Neceſſary, and jo generally Ab- 
ed : The Indiſpofition was in the Objects. 
e confluence of Sirangers during the War 
ger d the Temporal Neceſſities of our Poor 
from being Clamorow ; and kept their 
mds ſo fully employ d, "that they feem'd 
He at leiſure to attend to their defects in 
one thing necdful, 4 Religious Educa- 
2 tion. 


Name of Him whoſe Kingdom u of ſud 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Zion. Which Obſtacle the Peace has ny 
happily removed, and ſet before us lary 
Opportunities of doing good. The ſwar 
of Comely Children wandring about oy 
Streets as deſolate, but not yet irretrieval 
#0 Goodneſi, move me to requeSt, in 1 


that you would look upon their Danger wil 
Compaſſion, and reſcue them from the C 
tagion of Idlenefs and Licentiouſneſs, thi 
fatal Inlets of Youth to Vice and all many 
of Wretchedneſs. How ſerviceable to thiia 
and all our Beit Intereſts a Charity-Scho r. 
will be, eſpecially eſtabliſh'd upon ſuch ſteal 
Principles, and ſo liberally ſupported as tui 
in View, the ſubſequent Pages may hope ii 
apprixe you, and withal how much I a 


Yours, m the Compebile of our 
common Chriſtianity, 


7 


(1) 


1 SAM. Chap. II. Ver. 18, 19. 
Samuel mini ſtred before phe Lord, being a _ 
ill girded with a linen ephod. Ty 
cover bis Mother made him a little Coat and 
ought it to bim from Tear to Year, when ſhe 


ame up with her huſband to offer the yearly 


Sacrifice. 


E exactneſs with which the Inſpired Wri- 
ters relate what befel ſome of the greateſt 
Worthiet and moſt eminent Servants of. 

: Gop in former Days, in the minuteſt 

cumſtances of their Childhood, before they came 

ears and Abilities of providing for themſelves, 
ws the Neceſſity of Publick Proviſion for a Reli- 
us and Vertuous Education, even to the moſt In- 
nous and Toward Diſpoſitions. 

dince no leſs Perſons than Moſes and Samuel were 

5 educated; and that by Benefactors of ſuch Rank 

| Figure as to diſtinguiſh this peculiar Charity, 

ong the beſt becoming and moſt benificent Offices 

t the nobleſt of either Sex can engage their In- 

eſt and endeavonr to promote. 

he former of theſe Little Ones being by the im- 

diate direction of Heaven caſt into the Arms of 

Daughter of the King of Egypt, and the latter 

the Vow and Dedication of his Pious Mother, re- 

mmended to the Care of Eli, Gop's High-Prieft. 
ind tho' the Lady was a Heathen and Alien to 

» Commonwealth of Tſracl, and the Magiſtrate Few 

nds charged with a facal Remiſneſs in the Guvern- 

nt of his own Children, yet they both were faith- 
to their Providential Charge, they both eſteemed 
—_—— | their 


© 43 
their Pupils as their Sons, trained them with ag 
vident Inſpection and tender Care, and had t 
ſeaſon'd betimes with *all vertuous Principles 3 
uſeful Knowledge. 8 
Young ee had the Accompliſhment of he 
Acts 7.22. Learnt in all the Knowledge of the Egyptions, but 
| Child Samuel had the ſuperior Advantage of he; 
early Initiated into the Myſteries of the True Rei 
on, and ſpending his beſt, that is, his youthful D. 
in the Courts of the Lord's Heuſe. 1 
Where David eſteemed it an honourable Prei 


a. 94. 10. ment to have an Employ, tho but as a Doorkeey * 
But Samuel miniſtred befire the Lord, not in a Sac _ 
dotal Senſe of Bleſſing the People, conſecrating u; 
Sacrifices, or teaching them the Law ; for he wan... 

as yer eftabliſh'd to be a Prophet: But he Minito 
in ſuch Services as his tender Capacities might ſuſtaſ m 
in giving his Attendance to his Maſter Eli, and pi C. 
bably bearing a part in the ſacred Muſick to c,, 

brate his Maker's Praiſe ; but chiefly in giving hi; 
{elf to be thoroughly Inſtructed in the Will of Gore 

And to diſtinguiſh him as a Perſon dedicated! ; 
Religion, he was g:irded with « linen Ephod; the A 
ment of his Tribe, and ſuited to Feſtival and Joh... 
Occaſions, ſuch as David put on when he danced Mel; 
Sam. 6. fore the Lord with all hi Might. „ 
1 Thus the goodly Child, in a comely Apparel, Ne 


niſtred to the Honour of his Maker, and the unſpei 
able Satisfaction of his Benefactors and Well-wiſhe 
eſpecially his Parents, who had this additional Con 
fort in the Service of Gop, to ſce the Child the 
had given to it perform his little Part fo well. 
And as for his Encouragement and Support, 
Mother, 2hen ſhe came it her Husb:nd to offer i 
yearly Sacrifice, breught him a little Coat from year to qi 
It was by her Devotion in the Tabernacle that i 
Son of her Deſires was obtained; as viſible ani 
vantage of Publick Worſhip, as it is a ſignal [nll 


(3) 


t Children are the gift and heritage that cometh of the pſa. 127.4. 


ah 
d th 


es 2 


y her grateful deſignation the Child was put un- 
this Sacred and Religious Nurture, by her con- 
t Proviſion his tender and beauteous Body was 
ently attired ; and as it might well be expected 
12 Son of ſo many Prayers, ſet forwards with 
pious Endeavours, the progreſs of his Education 
tifully repaid all the Labour and Care employ d 


F be 
Ut | 
bez 
Rel 
I D 


. 
4 ' 


be Child Samuel grew and dias in favour both with 1 Sam. 2, 
Lird and alſo with Men; and afterwards honour- Go | 
diſcharg'd, in the moſt exalted Stations, the 
t of his Education, both to Church and State, 
Faithful Prophet and a Righteous Magiſtrate. 
his bright inſtructive Scene of Sacred Hiſtory, 
markable in all its Circumſtances, and ſo favour- 
to our preſent Undertaking, will afford us Both 
mation and Warrant in the Religious Educating 
Cloathing poor Children, and may afſure our 
ts before God in this Deed, as entirely conſonant 
is Word, conformable to his Providence, and 
ptable to his Will. For, | | 


3 
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As there is no Affection Go p has implanted in 
an Nature more ardent and operative, than the 
cls of a tender Mother yearning towards Chil- 
of theſe helpleſs Years, you have it here regu- 
with a laudable Diſcretion and unaffected Piety. 
therefore J may venture to recommend this 
duct of Hannah as an unexceptionable Precedent. 


rel, M 


There being no higher engagement to Men of 

i Reaſon and ſerious Religion, than the ſtanding 

or all the Pleſſings of Heaven; You ſee them 

gloriouſly attending, effectuating and crowning 

haritable and Pious Deſign : And therefore 

Ipreſent you, from the Treaſury of Scripture, 
e with 


(4) 


with the choice Fruits of Samuels Education, Ir 
hope to furniſh forth a good prevailing Argume 
80 along with your! Endeavours of like | nature. 


III. I ſhall: apply borh the foregoing 'Patticul 
the carrying on and 'encouraging that Labour Us 
which now Ties upon your hands, that the guid 
of the Example, and the weight of the Motive. 
direct and influence your Hearts and "Minds 
accompliſhing a Charity which is indeed rhe ver 


of Perfett neſs. 


Fir#t for thie particular Inſtance before us 0 
W diſpoſal of the Child Samuel, in the mol 
gible Method of Education. 
Children, like other Goods of Nature, maß 
either a Bleſſing or a Cueſe to their Parents ani 
Common Welfare, according as they are man 
and as they prove. Their natural tendency if 
worſe ; they are no otherwiſe than as à blank Pi 
that will certainly be ſullied by negleR, but 
eaſily receive a lovely and laſting Impreffion; ar 
their Parents, or, in their ſtead, their Patrons 
Concern to give it them, 
It was the Fault of Peninnah to value herſelf 
upon the bearing of 'Chiidren, than the well el 

| ting of them. Hannah was deftiture of this Con 
iam. 1. 5. which her Husband made up to her by an excet 
tenderneſs, He was too juſt a Man to miilik 
for a Misfortune out of her power'to tedreſs, 
her Rival caſt it in her Teth, and __— 
Reproach to Hannah that ſhe was Childleſs. 
Barren was indeed efteem'd as ſomewhat ro 


| by a People whoſe diſtinguiſhing Bleſling it * 3 

| Gen, 22. Multiply as the Sund tn the ea-ſhore 3 : the-glory dl eat 
| 17- Sex in 3 Days was to be. 4 Hother in 9525 in an 
„ of nunibring the Maſſtab amoi early Poſterity 8. 
„ natural and juſt foundatioii of * for Feri tru. 


1 


3) 

t Hinnah had a nearer Aim of Religion in asking 
on; not ſo much to preſerve a Name, adorn a Fa- 
ly, or improve an Eſtate, as to become a uſeful 
ember to the Commonwealth, to do Gop and his 
urch good Service in this World, and to augment 
> number and happineſs of the Bleſſed in the other. 
is was the origin of her Vow, and the fountain of 
Deſires; a divine temper of Mind, abundant in 
pes, not only of obtaining the Blefling, but alſo 
continuing it; and (as they are but fading Com- 
ts) an excellent Preparative for a Contentful Re- 
nation of the moſt promiſing Children, if He who 
e them, and beſt knows for what He ſent them 
o the World, ſhall pleaſe to call them away: It * 


Lird, ſays ſubmiſſive Eli, let him do what n _— 


ood. tl op 
— a Bleſſing, O had it been but continu'd ! was 
pily procur'd for us all by the inceſſant Prayer of 
Axxa, our Political Parent, whote delight is in 
Sanctuary: The Royal Branch ſhot forth laden 
a the Kingdom's Hopes, and pregnant with 
oming Vertues; but, alas! too ſoon torn from us 
untimely Deſtiny, as if only ſhewn to teach us 
preatneſs of our Loſs, convince us of our heavy 

erits, and quicken our joint Endeavours, in re- 


Wy co that epidemical Contagion of Vice, that 


the wretched Cauſe ſo dear a Life could be ſuf- 
d eo abide no longer on this ſinful Land. 

This Mirrour of Maternal Piety in the Text, leads 
n to ſome farther Nations expreſly mention d ac- 


ding to the Order and Advancement of Humane 


. Hannah having thus obtain'd a Son by the effi- 
y of Prayer, and weaned him, and nurſed him up 
ears capable of imbibing the Rudiments of Learn- 
and a liberal Education, took care, in the firſt 
e, to have him inſtructed in the Principles of 
true Religion. She deny'd herſelf, for the Child's 

B good, 


I _ him to the Lord, from whom ſhe receiy'd him; toy 


I Sam. and ſent home with the Bleſſing of Gop, to m 
220. proſperous the after part of their Lives. But Ha 


(6) 


good, that fond Satisfaction, and all choſe little 
dearments which affectionate Mothers find in Hef 
Company of cheir pretty Innocents. She knew d- 
good Creator was provi tender of him, and abu An 


dantly more able to provide for his Well-being. A 
therefore determined to Lend him, or rather Retu 


28. take of his Ware Admonition, by whoſe Blefi 
he had been Conceived, and be compleatly furniſh 
for his Service, that he might anſwer the end of 
Goration, and be inſtrumental to his Maker's Gl 

What could ſhe do better for the Child, than, 

performance of her Vow, to bring him directly 9 

2 the Shadow of his Wings, andi into Gods 1 mund 
immediate preſence? 
What ſafer and more pleaſant Habitation c 
ſhe chuſe for him than the Tabernacle ? And u 
more honourable Employ than the Service of 
King of kings? 

Thus determin d, in her Vow and Purpoſz, | 
did not queſtion to find Aſſiſtance and Encoury 
ment from the Miniſters of God; and therefore! 
repairs, with the Child, directly to the High-Pn 
Eli; by whom he was kindly received, as a L 
of his Flock, and brought into the ſecureſt part 
the Fold, and his Parents diſcharg'd of their Vi 


did not ceaſe to take any farther Care of the C 
as if ſhe had thus wholly acquitted herſelf of alli 
Mother's Part and Duty, by bringing the Child! 
the Sanctuary, and recommending him to thx 
ſtruction of the Miniſter. For, 

2. She kept a due regard to "the Healch and! 
cency of her Samuel, in the garb and habit of 
Body, as well as the temper and improvement d 
Mind. Children, like tender Plants, muſt be ho 


and ſhelter'd from the Seyerities of the Climate, 
l 


0¹ 


+. , I a 


(97 3) 


y be nip d in the Bud; they muſt be regr d with 
arded againſt the daily Ha- 


| eful Hands, and gu 
s that aſſail them. 


And ãndcęd all is little eno 
re not the Almighty. tc 
eculiar manner with the F Childre 
1l as to imprint in every, mortal Eye a Tender 
look after them. TW ; 
ft of them ſhould ever ho 


4 * 


y, Nature has both Cloached, and Arm 


47 


* 


Tuition of Childre 


£ 


ugh for their Security, 
to charge. his Providence in 
wy 


by, 5 ” 
NC1S 


ldi be impoſſible ch Kur- 
24 ys $20 429 = &39 | 1 5 
10 out to Years of M 1 

the 


ung of all other Creatures: Only the ſhäftleßs 
ce of Man is left to the Art and Induſtry ef his 


n Kind, and the Vertues and Endowments. of our 


inds to prompt and enable us to provide for the 
lily Neceſſities of one another, and to bear theſe 
dens. Good Men have always ſhewnaſenſiblecom- 


on this wav; Job could not bear to ſee the farher- 


; periſh for an; of Gloathing, or any poor without cover-- 

He took the deſolate Youth under his protecti- 
and brought em up with him as a Father, So 
t their Loins bleſſed bim and they were made warm with 


Fleece of his Flock. 


But whilſt the Mother lives 


gate, under Providence, is herſelf ; ſhe pro- 
les the Raiment by her own Induſtry, and veſts 


and. profpers, the beſt 


110 it with her own Hands. © Tho' the arraying 


his Mind with the D-fencz-and Ornament of 
arning may be ſomething above the reach, or, at 


ſt, foreign to the Employ of the tender Sex; yet 
 cloathing of his Body, ſo long as Go p gives the 
ans to do it, is what the Bowels of a Mother can- 
t bear to ſee neglected. _ 


ana) looked upon this as her 


own Work, being 


deſtitute of Materials, to make and provide for 
Samuel every Year a little Coat: As he was to ap- 
a conſtantly in the Tabernacle, twas requilite 
t every thing ſhould appear decent and cleanly 
ace of the Moſt Holy, and in 


the Preſence and Pal 


92 


the 


Job 31.2 


Ta ) 


che Courts of the Lord's Houſe ; which called Wy 


this Preſent of Hannah as oft as ſhe came up with| 
Husband to offer the yearly Sacrifice. 

Acts of Goodneſs and Piety are very happily w 

ded together, and ought never to be ſeparate : 1 

was the propereſt time for her to teſtify her grat 

_ eſteem of this Pledge of the Divine Munificen 

when ſhe proſtrated herſelf a Votary to the 9 

High Gop before whom he ſerved. mY 
Thus was the whole Procedure conducted wit 
| becoming mixture of Devotion and Charity. Wi 
| could be managed with a more laudable Piety 9 
renderer Affection? How could ſhe better h 
| conſulted the real Benefit of the Child? What mt 
prudent Method could be taken to ſet him for 

with all due Advantages, in the way of fait 
Knowledge? And having, in the firſt place, ſec 


his Soul's eternal good, what remained bur to ge 

1 *commodate her ſecondary Care to the Neceſſitie hr 
the Body, in decently arraying it? Thus provi Ar 
is made for the whole Man. In tracing of wihR! a: 

we are come the whole length of the Parent's or 


vider's Duty. Let us next exalt our Thoughts tot 
magnifying our heavenly Father's Bounty in rewi 
ing it with ſo many eminent Benefits and proſpen 
Conſequences. 
Secondly, The Divine Acceptance of this Of 
ing was very gracious, and the Bleſſings it broi 


down from Heaven eminently great. So juſt Che 
Obſcrvation upon which our Church grounds o 
1 der her moſt excellent Collects, That GOD never r, 
. eth to help and govern thoſe whom be bringeth ly: 
q his ſtedfaſt Fear and Love. And fo inviolab:" e 
the Promiſe that tſoe ver is given unto the Lord ppil 
— 37 be paid again. This Loan of Hannah was repaid. Ih 
1 I. In the general Advancement of Piety and Hp 
ligion, which is the greateſt Benefit that can be e 
fer d on humane Society; and this Samuel found. 


| 


9 7 
led 
with Waices of the Jewiſh People were then very remote 
m the ſtrictneſs of the Divine Laws. Which were 
ated even under the more immediate Preſence of 
God that gave them. 9 

roſs Abuſes were crept into the Tabernacle, du- 
g the Preſidency of the good old indulgent Pontiff, 
vy and corpulent of Body, and eaſy and indolent 


Every one that was pleaſed to have any, model d 
Religion by his own Humour and Fancy; and 


rand Service of the true Gop, that they ſuffer'd 
Ark itſelf to be taken from them, and could ſtand 
| and fee the whole eſtabliſhment of their Religi- 
overturn d before their Eyes. | 

n this confuſion of Affairs Samuel was called to 
Miniſtry inſtead of Eli, who was overwhelm'd in 
ſe Misfortunes he ſhould have ſeaſonably redreſs'd. 
ind preſently another face of things appear'd ; 
Enemies of Hael were diſabled from acting their 
licious Deſigns. "On 


vil 
Wh 


would have reconciled Gon and Dagon toge- 


r r, (but in Dagens Houſe) were diſmayd at the 

h oy and Danger of the Attempt, and ſhuffl'd it off 

ably" one to another, till at laſt the Ark of Gop was 

rd W'Pily reſtor'd to the Tabernacie again in Shiloh. 

d. bus Religion flouriſh'd with equal Purity and 

- Wo/pericy, under this vigilant and faithful Prophet; 
60 


0 all his time. 2. What 


y low ebb at his firſt appearing at the Helm. The 


Mind ; the Avarice, Hypocriſy, and ſcandalous 
orality of his Sons, made the Lord's People to tranſ= 1j Sam. 2; | 
: And when they made themſelves vile he reſtrain- 24. | 


generality had fo little Zeal in them for the Ho- 


hoſe that were for a moderate mix'd Religion, 


the hand of the Lord was again#t the Philiſtines all the 1 Sam. j 
100” Samuel: and there was Peace alſo with the Ammo- 13, 14. 


x Sam. 4; | 


2 
o 


ty ben not. In theſe Licentious Times, ſome turned 3. 13-1 
r HMeeiſts, others grew openly Prophane, the Pro- 
it s Prophecy'd falſe Things, and the People lov'd 

have it ſo, 8 


( 10 ) | 
2. What was lent to the Lord in Samnel's Edug 
. on, was repay d to the State alſo by the ſame hay 
For Gop raiſed up this poor Child, according ty 
| 3Sam, 2.8. Mother's Prophecy, out of thardwits-to Sep him a 
, the Princes of the earth ; the greateſt of the Judges, 
the Reſtorer of the Peace of 1/-ae! : He was 2 
vigorous Aſſerter of their ancient Laws and juſt 
berties; he did all that could be done to have up 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment, which was then a Thi 
Cracy ; and was hardly prevail'd upon to change; 
S tho for the beſt afAll Inſticutions of human Gora 
ment, that of Monarchy. oo 
He brought the People to yield true Allegiane 
r Sam. 18. their Sovereign, and taught them that Obedienc 
| 22, better than Sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of Rf 
He gave them right Notions of that diſguisd A 
h Doctrine R.ſiſeance, and ſhew'd them that Red 
1 Sam. 7. 2was as the Sin of Witchcraft, and Stubborneſs as Iniq 


. 


4 16. and Idolatry. And for his own part he was an u 
g aſs d and unwearied Miniſter of Juſtice, he wen 
B Circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mixpeb, and jud 
Vrael in all thoſe Places. 9 
g Before his Time it was a common thing for 
Sam. 2. in Truſt to enrich themſelves and grow fat, by; 
* fering the publick Offerings: But Samuel, when 
I diſmiſs'd himſelf of the Affairs of State, made i 
pear how ſteady and uncorrupt the Religious Pf 
l ples he had imbib'd kept him, amidſt all the Tem 
tions of a publick Poſt ; he lock d upon himſel 
f advanc'd nct to mend his own Fortunes, but to! 
band well thoſe of his Country; and therefore 


1 


- uprightly, and acquitted himſelf with a good bar 
5 ſcience ; and when he reſigned his Charge he eo. 
7 cated his unblemiſh'd Honour and Juſtice to al}, a 
3 World, in that memorable Appeal, ſaying, .- 


p x Sam, 13. have 1 taken, or whoſe HAjſe have I taken, whom bl 
13 defrauded or oppreſſed, or at whoſe hands have 1 ri 
4 any bribe. A Proteſtation founded upon ſo muc 
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ity and Truth; that it was received with Com- 
dation and Applauſe both from Gop and Man. 
ighreous a Magiſtrate, and ſo worthy a Benefactor 
he State was this our Samuel; for GoD was with 
fom the time that he hanged upon bis Mothers breaſss, 
hol whatſoever he did it proſper d. | 
; The advantages of his Education appear'd hap- 
conſpicuous in the Conduct and Government of 
own Life, which was as the Way of the Juſt al- 
s is, 2 Light ſtill ſhinins more and more until the prov. 4.18 
# day : He not only practiced Vertue and Godli- I 
himſelf, but eminently promoted it in others: He, Chron. 
a conſiderable Bequeſt towards the building of the 28. 28. 
ple, for which Materials were getting ready be- cu. 
his long Sleep came. And when his vacancy from. "I 
Pablick Affairs would give him leiſure to attend 
e was great Promoter of this fort of Education, Sm. 93 
rhich chimſUfthatt- experienc'd the Benefit, and ,, * ©* 
ame Preſident, uf, not Founder of a College of 

wites in Ramab, Is City, whoſe chief Employ- 

t was to learn the Will, and celebrate the Praiſes 

he great Governour of the World. 

And we have yet one exuberant Inſtance of the 
ine Bounty flowing in another private Chan- 
and emptying it ſelf into the Boſom of the Pa- 
s and Offerers of this Gift. They ſhall be filled 

h the improving Comfort of ſceing this their 

d grow before the Lord, and anſwer all the 
es of the moſt indulgent Parent, and all the ends 

he moſt Religious Education. Hannab ſhall be 

ed with the conſtant and tender Affection of her | 
band, which is better to her than ten ſons ; and 1Sam. 1.81 
cover Gop ſhall viſit them with Family Proſpe- 
and ſend them, in lieu of this Gift, this Cha- | 
-Child, three Sons and two Daughters beſide; a r Sam. 2; 
Ccious: Return for the firſt Fruits lent to him 20. 

bring their gray Hairs to the Grave without a- 
dorrgw occafion'd'by the ill Courſes of * 

| an 


E 


and with hopes of better things to come. No 
are come to the Summ of theſe Benefits: Wh 
vaſt Encreaſe is here from ſo ſmall a Beginn 
That the Teaching and Cloathing a poor Ch 
ſhould not only raiſe up. an accompliſh'd Man, 
bring ſuch ample returns of Joy and Comfort to 
kind Supporters of its Infancy, but contribute to 
Succour of a decaying Religion, and the Eſtahl 


ment of a mighty Kingdom. | | 11 
III. What I was to do in the laſt place, will e 
naturally ſucceed, if your Judgments have noM N 
ready prevented me in applying it to what is ui a 
moſt in your Thoughts. You have here, in thin 
cred Hiſtory, both a perfect Exemplification of M th 
Nature and Offices of that excellent Charity in 
are aſſociate upon; and a ſpecimen of the pred ¶ ki 
Fruits it naturally produces when it lights on aWT« 
tile Soil, and all favourable Circumftances eon : 
When there is nothing wanting in the Parent's all :» 
ers, nor in the ingenuous Defpoſition of the ion 
nor in the careful Inſpection of the Prieſt, nor in a: 
bountiful Proviſion of the Tutors and Governours. Oil 
Such a Fellowſhip of Love, ſo cloſe a Combi n 
on of all Orders and Degrees, in doing good, niiſue: 
needs be effectual, by Gon's Blefling, to the bi 
ing to Perfection ſuch a Work as this. 1 
A Work of which it is a ſufficient Teſtimony, 
the Sanctuary, that it is a Tranſcript of the Toll C 
Whatſocver the moſt Tender and Pious Mott 
powerful in her Affections, but confin'd in her Im 


ties, can do or wiſh to be done for her dutiful Of 
dren, whatſoever a »Hinnah could do or wiſh i 
Samuel, that do ye tor theſe your Adopted ones 

Yours.by a providential Claim, and the endes 
Titles of Goodneſs and Protection, like derelict La 
they become the Heritage of the next Poſſeſſor, 
when their Father and Mother forſaketh them, 
Lord taketh them up, by t he Hands of your charin 


17 


mpaſſion, to which they are more indebted than 
Wn to their natural Parents, from whom they de- 
iLife and Being, which wow'd otherwiſe have 
n but miſerable : For that the Soul be without know- Pro. 19. 2 


e it is not good. VN | 
. Your firſt and chiefeſt Care is to remedy this 
trels, by bringing theſe Children into the Tem- 

By inſtructing them in the Service of Gon, 


have reſcued them from ſuch an abandon'd 


as muſt have infaliibly expos'd them to Rags 
Wretchedneſs, to a contemptible Habit of Body, 
a profligate Temper of Mind, a prey to all 
nner of Vice. Theſe poor Lambs, ſtraying with- 
the Fold, muſt have been loft deſtitute and help- 
in the Ranges of the Devouring Lyon, had you 
kindly taken them out of the way of his infer- 
Toils. Like faichful Servants of your Lord, you 


Feine out into the high ways and hedges and compell d Luke 14 
You have 23. 


to come in that his Houſe may be filled. 
only brought em off from the Deſarts of Idle- 
and Ignorance, but you have placed them here 


bilob, in the moſt ſafe and fruitful place where John E 


may go in and out and find Paſture. Their 19. 
vent and orderly Appearance in the Sanctuary 


Wks them no unproficable part of this Congrega- 


. You have taught them to miniſter before the 
d, and do him Service in their proper Places 

Capacities : They are inſtructed to aſſiſt his 
ſt in the Recitations and Reſponſes, and you 
> made em perfect in one Office, which beſt be- 


Ws their Simplicity of Manners and the depen- 


y of their Condition, with ſingleneſs of Heart, 
melody of Voice, to praiſe Go for their Bene- 
ors, and ſet forth the Benefits of their Education, 


icing in his Courts with Hymns and Spiritual Songs. Pſal. 144 


goodly Sight in the Sanctuary! More glorious 12. 
the poliſhed cornefs of the Temple. Eclipſing 
Beauties of the Painter's Art, a Sight moſt pre- 

5 C cious 


6 


_ +w}] 


cious in the Eyes of Gop our Saviour, whoſe g 
ſence fills this awful place. He delighted in ff 
Children's Converſation whilſt on Earth, and j; 
this preſent interceeding in their Behalf, for an 
at. 18. o heritance with his heavenly Father. Before wh 
their tutelary Angels ſtand and rejoice to ſee them 
in ſo proſperous a way to be equal to the beſt of th 
Benefactors in Goodneſs here, and to their heaya 
Guardians themſelves in Happineſs hereafter. | 
at preſent they are cloathed with a veil of Fleſh, 
{urrouuded. with Infirmities that attend this eat 
Tabernacle ; having other Indigencies beſide th 
Spiritual ones to be provided for, and therefore 
theſe your Offerings, theſe lively Sacrifizes may 
＋ he acceptable, you wiſely provide that they 
not defective in any part; all Darkneſs and Impu 
being baniſh'd from within, your ſecond Concem 
that the outward appearance of theſe little Worſhip 
may bez cle>nly and beautiful; an Ornament tot 
Temple, amiaBlein the Eyes of their Benefactors, 1 
all Lovers of Piety, Twere indeed but a ſmall] 
nefit compared with thoſe Endowments with wil 
you furniſh their Minds, ſhould you cloath their! 
dies with Purple and fine Linen, and make them 
ſumpturmſly every day. Nevertheleſs, their whole 
and decent Habit will be much ſubſervient to 
Grand Deſign, it will ſhield them from thoſe m 
Practices, which are generally the effects of a ni 
Appearance. 

Theſe Samuels have no Elkanichs nor Hannah: 
| yourſelves to do this good Office for them; wil 
their innocent Looks beſpeak, and are anſwer'd fi 
every Breaſt with ſuch an Affection, as the low ei 
of their Parents makes in them ineffectual. TI 
Work that peculiarly commends it ſelf to the ten 
Sex, ſecuring their regards of Decency and Mode 

There may be more of the Youth, who, tho 
this Misfortune, diſabled to appear in ſuch o | 
Ef on 
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d Rishi, that they alſo may have # little Coat bwery 


Bleſſing, even as David once did in Sheep-ſhear- 


* * 
* 


en may hope for better Succeſs. OL TEL 

e lis time of Peace and Plenty, whilſt our Wool 
re anufactures go forth ſo freely to adorn the war- | 
ay Inhabitants of the North and South, more miſera“ 


in their Religion than in their Climate, would 


5 t be pitty that theſe Angelick Creatures, our Ci- 
— us and Fellow-Chriſtians, che Sons and Daugh- 


of our Feruſalem, ſhould beg in vain, to be 


. o bed with the Fleeces of our Flocks? What bet- 
Irs, 1 eace-Offering can we return to Gop, or by 


t Hands more proper than theſe his Receivers? 
is true, the Poor are forbidden to be anxious in 
thing, becauſe Providence, that ſo finely arrays 


* 


bly, yet beſeech, and even call for it wich a na- 
to come with into the Sanctuary. How often 
e want of this made an excuſe for loitering away 
em l Hours of Prayer, theibane' of fo many Poor, 

- Wing and Old? Remove this Obſtacle, as far as it 
in your way: We come in a good Day to requeſt 


{4 Mime, but to much different Tempers, and chere- 
111, „ | 44 rr ER 


Lilies of the field will much more cloath theſe little ones, Matt. 


6, 


we he will do it by your Hands, as the faithful Stew- 50. 
I „„ 28 
i nd this, tho” not the moſt excellent, may yet 


pen to be the moſt expenſive part of your Charge, 
therefore the neceſſity of the Charity, as well as 
order of the Text, may render it not improper 
ave touch'd upon it. > | 5 
ſhou'd now offer ſomething by way of En- 
agement, were not this Work ſo perfect in its 
that it needs no Preſident to plead for it, nor 
Arguments to juſtify it, being liable to no Dif- 
ties nor Objections, but only thoſe of Penuri- 
dels and a narrow Spirit. Were there any Motives 
iſite to excite to it, where tis ſo ſtudiouſly carri- 
n, I ſhould promiſe my ſelf moſt from thoſe al- 
EE Y 


ready 


. ready ſpecify'd in the Caſe of Samuel, of its bei 
3 much for the Credit and Propagation of our H in} 
2 Religion, and no lefs ſerviceable to the peace, oi b. 
it and welfare of our Civil Affairs. However, Nau 
: thing that Duty requires to recognize the. Bleſii ill, 
[ of Gop in whatever part of our Lives and Aa, in 
we meet them; and in none do they more abo 
3 than in purſuing this moſt uſeful Charity. , WM** 
1. For the Proſperity of the Church: The: bo 
F way to adorn our Faith, and eſtabliſh it in the HH pr 
'% and Affections of Mankind, is thus to follow Hel 
1 admirable Methods by which it was firſt planet! 
hy When the Goſpel. was firſt delivered to the V. 
Pſa. 8. 2: out of the mouth of babes, God ordained its ſtrength: | rent 
5 nothing reſtored it with more advantage at the. 
99 formation, than the converting the old Nurſerig 115 
ad Ignorance and Sloth; into Seminaries of ufeful MW: 
4 cation, Happy had, it been for the Land, Mur 
in been univerſally-ſo...But however, it pleaſed CF 
þ that the plain and charitable manner of come n 
4 its intelligible and, ſound Doctrines, gave our Re 1 
9 on way beyond allithe malicious oppoſitions of t wh 
F; inveterate Co partners againſt it, Popery and Fan: 
I And what may we not hope from this preſeniW:, . 
5 vival and wonderful improvement of the ſame the 
4 rit of Charity? Prejudice it, ſelf is not ſo blinaie t 
F obſtinate but that, ſeeing ſuch good Works in i 
# | ſhining light, it, muſt o/orify, your Father which 35 
5 Heaven. Next to a good Conſcience, it is the oil... 
5 eſt Happineſs, to h:ve the good we do 10 order ir 
k it may be wes {poker of. I hus gainſayers ſhall! its, 
* lenc'd, at leaſt, if they won't be convinc dige! 
« ſurely they will at length be gſhamed fo perveria? 1 
1 oppoſe thoſe in their other Righteous Deſigns, wi = 
1 ſuch unqueſtionable Inſtances of Chriſtian Beneft 71 

have made it manifeſt to the World, that they hal 5 

other Intereſts at Heart, but the concernments ¶ Op 


Religion, and a zealous promoting the Publick\ 
3 n 


CL 7.) 


tion, that old Leaven that ſoyres ſomefof the beſt Actions 
mane Life hall never penetrate this ſolid Beneficence, 
iſt in its Pgyfon here; ſuch Charity envieth not, and 
fore cannot, unleſs very unnaturally, be forced and ma- 
d with a Party aim. An univerſal tendency to this Cen- 
fill, in time, (it may be hoped) cement our divided Inte- 
and happily cloſe our Breaches. For, ſurely, when Pi-. 
is to be reſtored to its Dominion, the Hearts of Judah and 
tel will join as the Heart of one Man, and fly upon the 
lers of thoſe Philiſtines, Vice and Ignorance, and pluck 
poi out of their Teeth. This Charity duly cultivated, 
prove a ſovereign Expedient to promote Unity and Peace; 
e eſpecially that ſhall have gone thro” this Education will 
eſt ſecured trom wandring at large in a Latitude of Prin- 
es and Religion, they will not, fo, caſily ſet in with any 
rent of Schiſm, to be angled up by the cnning craftineſs 
ome lurking Impoſtor; adhering to. thoſe Dactrines and 
I; they were once thoroughly conyinc'd to be founded ups 
e Word of GOD : their Lives and Studies will declare 
not vn ly Orthodox but uſeful Members of this Church. 
urpriting is the Progreſs of the Rounty of GOD co: opera- 
wirh the Charity of Man; upon this View it is nat to be 
paird of, but ſome of theſe tender Plants, thus, Water'd and 
ri} d by your Care, may bring forth their Fruit 19,4 more 
ent Station. Where you place an Elms, ſo Ci and 
Y raft a Scion of Learning, and. GO may fyperadd his 
ritof Wiſdom, and call his Smuęl up to a high iniſtra- 
„even that of Praphec or Preaching his Word. Some one 
ther of your Char pe (if that may be of any weight) may 
e to appear befofè you in 2 more ſacred Character, and 
e accels. to this Grace woerein we ſtand. Poſiblya Dil 
irle upon this Occaſion may hope et mend itſel t to 
rAffetions, by being, in great meaſure,the Ofl- ſpring of the 
e moſt exceſlent Mother. So diffufiveis your Charity twin- 
itſelt ſo eafly with the threadot Life, ſo happy in its remote 
ts, and ſo good teaſon have we to pray for a Recompence 
be Ja ic up with that GOL be 0% 6 hem we Miniſtęr. But 
2. The Fruits of this god Work are not all confin'd with- 
the Walls of the San& ary, tis al ſo moſt excellent ly cal- 
lated for the Service of the State, which is one inconteſta- 
Argument that has engaged our Governours, ever the 
at Benefattreſs herſelf to appear in its Cauſe, and fubdue 
Oppoſition before it. Thus honolir'd and promoted it. has 
ind poſſeſſion im all our Cities and moſt populous Places, 
; Treg 2.8 WIEN EEE 5 > 544 „„ PLS See MY and 


and travel'd under all the incumbrances of 


< Ces urdenſony 
expenſive War along with it. And if it 


* pleaſe G( 
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that now, upon the recovery of Peace, Chabity, her Mor! 

Siſter ſhall inlarge her Empire and take into her Arms vd v 

Legions of Youth, thus Religioufly Taught and dec tha 
Cloathed, the Miſerics this Nation has formerly groandfMWs th 

der, may be happily prevented tor the future; not onlyMineed 

i cauſe the growing Generation will, by theſe wiſe -MethyWgaz 
a be better principled than to practice thoſe Sins that Th 
1 make ſuch Calamities neceſſary; but they will have a H ble 
6 underſtanding than to be drawn into the Cauſes and Oc an! 
# ons of them. They will value themſelves more upon ¶xſsfu 
1 Advantages of their Education, than to be the fenſeleß yt 
1 chanick Tools of ſome crafty Demagogue and Ring leadeſ it t 
i Fact ion. They'll ſcorn to go on like their Forefatheriſeſc 
5 blind im Wlieit out, eaſily led to act their own Ruin. It ¶ oun 
1 be a ſenſeleſs and illiterate Crew, that can be ſtun'd with Ve 
1 ſtale outer ies of Poperyand Slavery, ſo as to ſuffer the i þ 
El Net to be drawn once more overtheir forget ful Heads. Ui in 
ls we aſſign it wholly to the Judgment of Divine Infatuatie/5 
| tis hard to conceive how ſuch Multitudes, capable of reale, 
4 ing better, could have hitherto ſuffered their Judgmentiſter « 
1 be fo groſly impoſed upon, as to reconcile it to the Grac eri 
Fl the pretended Saints, to foment Schiſm, 7,e. Confuſion e ons 
% evil Work; or to their Chriſtianity, to oppoſe all endeavoiffſſou 
4 for Unity, Order, and Peace; or to their Allegiance, to pr icre 
by ate ſuch Principles as will allow of dethroning or martyni the 
i he righttul Sovereign; or to common Honeſty, to profi Con 
"4 Religion eſtabliſhed, and yet help on all pernicious deſigu is 
11 undermine it. „ „% 2c SAT. 
[al This muſt proceed from palpable Ignorance and a total rece 
4 fect of Erudition, or elſe ſpring from the wicked and pere as 
principling of Youth ; teaching 'em the Fundamentals of 
5g dit ion: A way of Education, of which the Devil himſelf D. 
h Tutor, as much to the detriment and debauching of Youth, ut ! 
s 3. Your pious endeavour is for the training them up u<ly 
[4 Godlineſs and Honeſty, in the way that they ſhould go; nb 
bn Knowledge you communicate to them is ſo peaceful ap 
by pure, the Methods of conveying it fo legal wb. publick-lfJes © 
"1 rited, that they can lic under no ill Prejudices : If Gratis 
nd Mould incline them to be partial, they have no dapgen ds 
A Prefident before them: If they follow thexr own with Wr be 
ih vices, they follow the Nations and the Churches Bene fad gre: 


* 


And your Bounty will ſet them fair for doing ſome Serin 


ee 
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eWorld, which would otherwiſe have been omitted; 


come, by GO D's Bleſſing, to make atolerable Figure in 
orld, and be themſelves BenefaQors in their turns. 

d what Charity can they better practice and encourage, 
that they have found ſo uſeful to their own Well-being ? 


need no better Advocate than their own Improvements, 
gage or Tecompence your Protection. But, : 
The Advantages are not all on their part, it being a far 
bleſſed thing to give than to receive; yourſelves will 
an Account in it. Your Charity, whether it be or be not 
Is ful to every one Ct theſe to a good Lite, as it is moſt 
y to be, will turn into your own boſom; GOD will re- 
it to your Families and Children, what you lay out up- 
eſe Orphans and Deſtitutes: The Prieſt has a Bleſſing to 
ounce to you tor every Samuel you bring into the Tem- 
We wiſh you good luck in the Name of the Lord. Ble/. 
he that conſidereth the Poor, the Lord ſhall deliver 
in time of trouble, and make his Bed for him in his 
eſs ; yea, the Lord will preſerve him and keep him 
e, and he ſhall be bleſſed upon earth. Since there is no 
ter delight than that which generous Minds perceive in 
erring Benefits on the Needy, you can lie under no Appre- 
tons of purchaſing this ſerene Pleaſure at too dear a rate; 
you know not in what ample Meaſure it may pleaſe GOD 


the Oli vebranches about your Table, tor thus enlarging 
Company of thoſe that Worſhip him in Spirit and Truth. 
sis an Action you can never regret; and a Satisfaction 
L ariſe from it at the laſt reflecting Hour, greater than you 
receive at preſent, even in this Holy Place, and with all 


LITYTI 
rote 


195 


otald 


s of We your good Works ſhall follow you with Comfort, and 
f D Hall refreſp you upon the bed of languiſbing. 

uth,Wut now to leave the Subſtance of this Matter more imme- 
pinely upon your Thoughts, as the genuine Refult of the 
2; Winple and Scope of the Application. You have been by 
ul a2 appriz'd of the many fignal Bleſſings that diſplay them- 


ſes on every ſide, to thoſe that are Promoters of this Reli- 
s$ Undertaking. What Work then can we better ſet our 
ds to with all our Might? What Device, what Counſel] 
be more beneficial, not 5 5 theſe Little Ones, but to 
great important Intereſts 0 


* 


| | Our 


wing your Inſtructions with Induſtry and Honeſty, they 


; they are themſelves the beſt Argument on their ſide, 


EA. 41. , 


creaſe your Garners and augment your Stores, and pro- 


ſe agreeable Objects of your Charity before you; for then 


true Religion and Piety, and 


Nat e ee vi a N 

Beling -of GOD, and under! aRigh e | 
x anden down to late Paßerit y. 

G8 Mic veto add one fart heran Fer N 
ration, becauſe taken trom a beter Covenant and 
Chriſtian: Whenzthis Generation Mall pals away" ih 
thus ber felt Holin#fs Aal g intck an immenſe and 
ware n ether World, where thez N q | 
Face, and nppear before him wit het ju rig 
His henuenly throue.* O] let us peep re for thiarh 5 y 
preſs, to be aflociarcd with Kings, and Priefts, and SM 
| Dk, The beſt wayeto diſpoſe and qual vurlel 1 
48 to join Cheriry with Sur Piee y., 
- * Whilſt therefore we are here met together with oo 
to pray to our heavenly Father for the Peace aid Pug 
of our Jeruſalem, and to render thanks for the; greg Y 

ts which we hade received” at his hands; Jetus lod 
| afl Eye ot Compaſſion upon the Wants of 000 hel lefs 
cents; and'confider, that all our other good Deeds, wh 
Charity, will be ſo far from entitling us 5 ease 
ſurer that they will be of nofavail to us at Letras al 


upon ſurer Grounds: Thole that een OE) dae 0 


ind their Intereſf in advancing much upon Public] 
Baut is there not another fort of Eſtabliſliment 0 
firm than the Mountains; higher than the Clouds. 
ſubject to change? 18 there not an evidence of th 4 
Leen; clearer than the Nooti-day 2 Will any Chritiaurt | f 
tue t depofite upon the Security of his Religion; ul 
Promiſe bt his Saviour 2.or f. 55 to purchale à ta 
Eternity, the only enduring Fud? Reo: ver Hot 
that now-goeth on his way weeping, in compaſſion to f 
ceſſit ies of the Poor, and beareth 5175 good Seel, of 
and other good Works, ſhall doubtleſs come, Agar, wi 
aud bring his Sheaves with him. 1 
. At the Harveſt of the World when CHRIST mall 
and take it upon humfelt to reward all ſuch Acts 6fGM 
done in his Name, ſaying, I was naked and Je. e 
then ſhall{this Mortal put on Inmmortality, and bel 
Vith Robes. of Righteouſneſs and Glor yz anch gur f * 
Tord ſhiall welcome all higFairhiay Servants to His Jor 
Al! the Love of a Re dee 5 > No tpaſkon of a High 
and theBowels ota Hape . en 
Tit the Kinga n 3 


